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tory and to buy Radium for research.   What
things they could do if they were rich!

Marie thought for a little, and then said: ccThat
is impossible; that would be against the spirit of

science."

Pierre agreed, but he told her to think care-
fully, because the decision once made could not
be reconsidered. He reminded her about the
laboratory they both wanted and about the
future of their daughter. Was she sure she did
not want to be rich?
Marie knew the great old custom of the scien-
tists, the custom that people like Pasteur had
folio wed, and she said: "Physicists always publish
their researches. It is only a chance that our dis-
covery has a money value. We can't use a chance
like that for profit. And Radium is going to help
the sick. It seems impossible to me to seek any
profit from it."
Again Pierre agreed that it would be contrary
to the scientific spirit to sell their knowledge of
Radium. He wrote that very night and gave the
Americans all the information they wanted.
So, without a moment's regret, Pierre and
Marie turned their backs for ever upon the
millionaire's faery fortune. Their Radium was
not for sale. The scientific spirit had given
Radium to them and to the world, and however
low the spirit of the world sinks, it still loves
the scientific spirit which gives all its knowledge
freely to all men without price. Having chosen
poverty when they might have chosen fortune,